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AU THOR TY IN CR SIS 
May Day. The day revolutionaries woulddedicate themselves to th~· 

cause of the oppr-e aaed , denounce the universal charaot.er of exploitation,·' 
stress· the international nature of the struggle agaâ.nab it." The day thèy. 
would proclaim anew their vision of a total+y diffèrent· world1 where · 
ordin~;Y-·J;>e·a;ple· would at last be maaters of· their fa.te and no longer· be 
exploi:t;.è<;f, coez-ced , manipula ted and repressed by the power of Capital. 
The message was simple, clear, unambiguous: •workers of all lands.,. µnite. 
You have nothing to lose but your chaina. You have a world to wi~J'. 

e, The problem remains. The str.uggle continues. But the revoiutiqn- 
aries are everywhere in di,sarray, their words sour in their mouths, their 
hopes becoming heresies and their dreams nightmares. vlhat hae gone wrong? 

... 

... 

... 

Everywhere - and as never before - people are striving to·re-app~o 
priatè what capitaliam is still ruthlessly extracting from them: sweat,·· 
blood, labour power, the meaning, substance and control of their own lives. 
At Dagenham, Halewood, Turin. In the docks of Rotterdam and the mines of 
Kiruna. In the paddy fields of Bangla Desh and in the tea plantations 9f 
Ceylon. On campuses: from Berkeley to Nanterre, from LSE to Kent State. 
In. Italian gaola and in the psychiatrie 1hospitals' of the USSR. And 
wherever young.pèople feel their life is their o~m, to be lived to the 
full, and not to be traded piecemeal for a handful of_ coins. 

The orisis of •authority' is deep-going, :ï.ncreasing, :i.rreversible •. 
The old society is slowly disin.tegrating under out- eyes. Those who can · 
read the wri ting on the wall, those who are no t blinded by a r revolut:i,on 
ary.• oz-bhodoxy thàt is incr~asingly an obstacle _to vision, will see we are 
already ankle-deep in Revoiution. 

Coinrade, just look around. All·that.held the old world together is 
quèstioned, found wanting, challenged, contested - or just negleoted and 
by-passed. Every challenge engenders a repressive or bureaucratie response 
which triggers further challenge. What price today their religion, their 
patrïotisin, their.patriarchal family., their ·traditional morality, their 
work ethie? On May Day let us renew our dedication to dig the grave· of 
the old society and to be midwives of what is painfully struggling tp be 
born. But let us run, if only'to keep pace • 

Comrade, just look around. Veterans from the Vietnam war assemble 
- . .in Washington. They 'form a long .line. and .one by one throw their deoora 
tiona and oitationa on the steps of the Capitol. They call their medals 
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"garbage'' and .1isymbo.l$ of dd.shoncur .and ahame!' •••.. !.'Look be~.on4 thamtt 
one s;iys, ~and you seè p~Qod, dead babies1 dead hupran beings''· (1) 

Those in physical or moral authority all ~eel the coming storm. In 
his pascal pontifications Pope Paul VI âescribes the world around ~im as 
•an agitated sea threatened with terrible tempests.' Stability is menaced · 
'by institutionalised social struggle, endemic contestation, progressive 
moral decadence1• The whole value system is crum~ling. The Church itself 
is shakën by 'perturbing curren~s challenging doctrine and disèipline1• 

Catholios want birth control. Priests want sex. Pap~l pronounoements or 
no papal pronouncements. · · .. 

In Britain last year, one William Palfrey, Chief Constable of Lane~. 
ashire, leads ·a massive poli;e march ·through the city of Blackburn. Hun 
dred of fuzz, given special leave for the occasion, sing 'Onward, Christian 
Soldiers' as ·they parade through the .·streets. Thousands of. those being 
by-passed by the surge of events rally to the Chief Constablets call •to 
protest at. the deterioration of morals and standards, typical of 6ur day 
and age'. •Each massive procession has its own band wit_h mounted police 
at its head'. Inescapatle symbolisin: uniformed police as the custodians' 
and last reposi tory of Victori_an morali ty. 

At· work, much the same. Just look around, Comrade. 1Last October 
James Johnson, a production worker fired from a Chrys],er factory in Detroit, 
went home, got his gun, came back to the wor~shop and killed two foremen 
and one trade union official who tried to cool him down ••• But the storm 
didn't end thêre. The day after, all the workers on assembly lines in 
Detroit stuck press cuttings of the event onto their foremèn•s desks. It 
was.th~ third recent case of a foremanimurdered1• Establishment sociolo 
gists.are tàlking about a •crisis of authority within the factory•. (2) 

. :- ··on.New Year's J;>ay, 1971 - without so muchas .a aqueak of co'nsent. e 
fro:m 'their empÏoyers or trade union officials - hundreds of thousands of A 
workers decide to have a day off. They don•t ask, they tàke. This W 
spontaneous movement awas so widespread, so successful, that the Confed?- 
ration of·British Industries is now seriously discussing whether to.makc 
Janu~ 1, 1972 an 'official' holiday. · · 

. Education i.s in ferment. Comrade, do you ~ven.understand whaf s e 
me ans'? No, we don' t me an teachers agi ta ting for higher wages, although . 
good luok to them. Members of the Children.' s Committce of the National 
Council·for· Civil Liberties who, in a document cntitled 'Children Have . 
Rights•, say: 'The right of young people bo have sexual relations as soon ,. 

(1) T~e Observer, April 25, 1971. 

(2) •~s Struggle and the GM Strike' - see review p.15 of this issue. 
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as they wish to have them is a most important one and, of course, carries 
with it the right to contraceptive information, advioe ç1.nd equipment .••• ' 
it is unfortunate for children to liv.e in c-ondd, tions which do not allow 
privaoy for such activity.• When the young apeak like this, authoritarian 
conditioning is being subverted at the r oobe ,' 

A.girl of 16 
receives contraceptive 
advice from a Brook 
Advisory Centre. ·, Hez 
general practitioner 
divulges th,, informa 
tion to her parents. 
The medical profession 
is shaken by one of 
the most heated con 
troversies in the last 
20·-years. Everyone 
joins in. ·The G.M.C. 
vindioates the doctor 
••• only i tself to 
stand condemned in 
the eyes of thousands 
of yollllg doctors. 

Or a Birmingham 
schoolteaoher takes 
part in a sex educa- 
tion film ~n whioh 
masturbation and 
intercourse are hon- 
estly depioted. She 
is suspended by the 
local Education Author- 
i ty. . . Scores of other 
authorities immediately 
ask for copies of the film. 

'1 
1 

*old cunts 

Ev~ry one of their acts rebo1U1ds against them. 

Threats of student protest against American involvement in the Viet 
nam war foroed Mr Walter Annenberg, United States Ambassador to Britain, 
to decline an honorary degree of Doctor of Law from the University of St. 
Andrews. Mr Annenberg said he •was unwilling to do anything whioh might 
result in a demonstration of feeling which could.be interpreted as directed 
against his country'. (1) 

(1) Daily Telegraph, April 13, 1971. 
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Meanwhile, such is the lack of confidence ,felt by·the Establishment 
that ·Per.esrine Worsthorne, Assistant Editor of the aroh-reactionary S~~az 
Telegra.J2h,. can write that 'the American Army in South Vietnam is a demor- · 
alised fighting force, backed by a civilian population at hqme that has 
entirely lost faith in the war. Once upon a tim~ American soldiers were 
necessary to put backbone into the South Vietnamese Army. Today the Amer 
ican forQes have no backbone even for themselves. Drug ... satu'.l:'ated, mutinoù.s, 
defeatist, incompetent, they constitute more a threat to the seourity of 
South Vietnam than do the Vietcong. In very trut~, they are the enèmy 
wi thin. If Pre·sident Thieu has any sense he will have reacted -bo President 
Nixon•s speech by saying "good riddance to bad rubbish11.•(1) Amen. 

In France, the crisis of authority now permeates all strata·of soci- 
ety. The 'lycées are becoming Ùnmanageable. The Ecole Normale Supérieurà 
prestig:i.olis factory for top academics has to be _closed down. 'Firemen stage 
sit-down demonstrations in the street. Magistrates atage demonstrations A 
against the utterances of Gaullist ministers. (Here too, the rulers are ,.i, 
losing their self-confidence.) The silent majority contd.nues to vote for 
the sa.me old gang, as if relishing the sight of them sinking ever deeper 
in their own shit. An official opinion poll asks whether the State is 
there to prôtect the rich or the poot'. 62% of those questioned answer· 
'the rich' - 9% 'the pooz-! , One day, ·thoughts·will be come actd.on , · One 
da.y, the grouse will shoot back. Run, comrade, run - if you want to···keep 
pace. 

(coritin~ed p. 28) · 

(1) Sunday Telegraph, April 11, 1971. 

~efore My-Lai 

CALJ...S.)" 

- e After My-Lai 



:- 5 .. 

The _fol~owing articl~,,seeks 'to. demyst;ify pe.ople o-onoerning 
the .aotj,.vities o;f we1ï'-·me~ning but misguided ~a.di'càls, · 
busying themselve's in the 'comm.unity action• ·:field. '·tt is 

· · bë.sed. on.. a paper presented · to a conferènce on Oommuni ty_ , 
Aoti~~ organised·:by. •pt-ess-Ups' (12 Castle St., Edin_b~gh.) 
a Left in:(ormatio~- . .service, and held in Edi~burgh on· .. ··. 
Deoe-mber. 5, 1970. Copies of the article are àvailabië, · 
for :the cost of postage,: from the autho.r (8 Almond Pla.ce,· 
Hl)ly'town by Motherwell, _Lanark.E!hire). · 

! ' .. 

The increased interest iri recent years in what has been loose~ oalled 
•coID.!11unity action' must be seen more in terms of attempts to conta.in or 
direct work:trlg class discontent than as part of a mQvement to improve 'work 
:ing· class lives and conditions •. Wherever one may find an arèa where·people 
are try.i.ng to get something dpne (such as getting authorities to provide o 

more am.enities or demolish slums) one w:i,11 also find out-ot-work socia1 · 
workers, drop-out students and graduates, poli.t;i.cal activists of ail types~ 
etc' e,tc. My_ thesis is that where communi.ty m:ilitan~y d()es,. appeaz- ît is 
in. great danger.of being smothered by well-intentioned outsiders who, for 
one reason or another, see community action as the sa1vation <:>f their idèï:> 
logy or political ambitions or even personal hang-ups. 

, Community aétion must also be aeen in the context of the British 
refèrmist tradl.tion, or rather. in the tradition of the perpetual defeat of 
the wo:ek:i.ng olass by middle cl'ass 'solutions' to their problems. · •Oommunity 
action' is in gre~t danger of being the latest in thi_a li.ne. 

Britaîn has, in effect, avoided revolution over two centuries by 
having a programme of reforma just adequate to dispel protest without fund 
àmentally altering those relationships in society whioh oause the disopntent, 
without altering, in fact, the relationahip between ruJ.ers· and··ruJ.ed. The 

- e 
•It was the glory of the first 

. Ref orin Bill tha t i t not · only 
avoided a revo1utionary triùmph 
of disoontent biJ.t, by giving · 
its due infÏuencé·. to property' 
steadied thé wholê :political 
system.• ··· · · · · 1 

Lord C ockburri, Whig 
Leader 'Journal 1831-18541 

•non• t be 'deoe:i. ved by .· the · 
middle classes againl You . 
helped them bo get the Reform 
Bill, and where are the fi.ne 
promises they made you?• 

Chartist orator in 1841. 
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working olass has always been led into figh ting individual issues, not 
seeing the inter~relationship of these issues, and acoepting concessions 
such as the :vote., .. v.arious. aspe.cts of the 1welfare state', counoil ho.using, 
trade urd.ons, etc. As eocd.e by is prosperous the se I r:i.ghts' can be af~orded, 
but when things i;e·f dif:f:Lè~lt tl}esê rights soon come unde r àttack as ~s ' ' 
happening today:' ~fè) .. fare' ~.zrâ. ·~ousing outs and. an a ttaok on tra_dé unioris . 

. ,. 

Th~s so:r:t of: t_hing __ :has'· t o .be spelt o~t because the~e a.re ·~6 ~~n~: 
young nu.ddle class people. who !3ee concessions won ~ the workihg_·olasses 
and not ÈZ them as. being · real. -( even revolu tionary) change, . In ·the pas,t 
working olass leaders: have always ended up going bhz-ough laboriçnis ',, l~g:i.t•• 
imate' channe'Ls acèepting conceesd.ons rather than fighting ·to • alte·r tlµ.e 
total oondi tions of working class °i~xis:tence. One of thè mairi r-eaacna for 
this has ·been the way in which the system absorba -radicals by maldng them 
lose touoh with their mass support or by incorporating their 'progressive• e 
ideas into the machinery for state control. 

. . 
In the architectural world, for instance, we saw the 1radièa11 com 

munist· group of=architects, who played such an important part in"promoting 
th.e 'socialist' .ar-chd, tec·ture of mass housing and cheap schools after the ·· 
secorid World War. Their enthusiasm for putting their ideas into practioè 
was gre_ater than their understariding of the class struggle. · The system 
was keen for their ideas~ .mor-e relevant to the modern industrial age than 
the more traditional approach. They are now the Establishment of the 
profession, just aa' some of the commund.by action ideologists will become. 
One .ean identify them by their anxiety for the author:i.ties to acoept their 
ide°à.s'rather thari appealing to mass support. 

Because the ideologies of this country are so overwhelmingly bourgeois, 
even when they are. 1 revoluti·onary1 - just look at :the compcsdbLon of any 

• 1 r.eyol~ tionary gz-oup I . - bher-e is a tenderie s. to identify much .. m~re c.losely 
'wi th the authori tie.s than ·wi th ordinary people. But there is a.Lso a 
simplistio view of politics. Politics is seen as a battle between the 
goodies a.µd the baddies, between. the.anti-capitalists and t~e capitaliste. 
Many _even seem to accept tp;at it is bet bez- for the anti-capitalists :t6 
·carry .. out oapi talist poli.oies than .for d, t to be dème by the -capi tal.ists .•. 
He.nce the. oontinued support for the Labour Party, simply because of its 
superficiai claims to represent the working class. { 

e 
e 

.. -It is- -time that pe0ple. saw that poli tics is much more complex. . Over 
laying the tradi.tional economi,e contradictions is -~ system of. mystifi,cation, 
dec eptd.on and. confusion which makes it so much harder for th.ose .demandd.ng 
c~ange .. to present an issûe ±ri a simple way.· The battle is_ riot qne. of 
gcfo<;Ii,es against. baddd.e a., buf of ordinary f'o Lk o.gainst those who control 
c~piÙi.l and bhoae who cont;o1··people. The amalgamation of bhe latter two, 
g11oups·":ts the basiif oi' politi-Cs, both East and ,West •. Thro"ugh it real· 
i~sues are c;,bscured. by; :'a. S?.,a~,.comp~ti ~ion for i power 1 · through' ,elections 
('tjhis powe~ being simply a control.me~hanism to sunor~ an unjust system). 

·, 

•••• l 
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Campaigning on individual 'issues simply draws the attention of this 

adjusting meohanism to areas of possible t.rouble whioh, because of its 
own inoompetence, it has failed · to deal with. If on examination the pro 
blem. isn' t going to cause too much trouble, then the authorities won1t · 
bother aboutit~ Hence isolated pockets of slums, pov.erty, bad working 
conditions, etc, can be neglected, providing the problems are lœpt isolated 
and divided. 

To isolate problems (divide and rule) is a natural strategy of the 
ruling powers. The whole mechanism of the welfare state isolates people· 
into cases, categories of pr-ob Lems , etc·. Problem familles, problem areas.:. 
ali are oontained by a sophisticated operation of social workers who.:stop 
any rot spreading to the 'normal' , 'adjusted' people. Most promising of · 
the actions opposing this are the Claimants Unions, who endeavour primarily 
to overoome the isolation of people with what are nominally individual 
·problems. · 

What all community activists must understand is that this is a sooiety 
where wealth and power are still concentrated in a few hands and where 
the policies of the country or communities are not .accountable to the maj 
ority of people. This is obscured by massive propaganda and ignoranoe 
and can only be resisted by a total resistance, ·Le~ by a total under 
standing of how the system works. 

Clearly, no spontaneous community protest will aohieve this. Nor 
0 

will a oommunity activist be successful if he tries to present a total 
revolutionary perspective to a conununity. But what is dangerous is where 
community activists have a partial view of society (often centred around 
themselves) and where their influence on a community tends to build up· 
the importance of their own role rather than the importance of a wider 
movement for social change. 

Cornmunity activists (or self-appointed community organisera, whioh·. 
they often are) are on the whole professional or middle class people who 
have become discontented with one or more aspects of the system. They·are 
disill.usio.ned w.~th the Labour Party, perhaps students, academics, all 
sorts. They usually have a mëre·radical distrust of authority than offi 
cially appointed people dealing with community problems. 'Thus they are 
often more acceptable to working class communities who have no love for 

· City Hail. But what is happening is that these 'expe~ts' who move into 
a:n area are'reinforcing a system where society relies on experts'to run 
its affaira," and where ordinary people are not supposed to know enough 
about the working of society to -have any say. ·i_n its running. ·In so many 
places I·have seen self-appointed community workers acting as go-betweans 
for the oommunity~ The community learns nothing about how .to solve its 
own problems, nor does it come into conflict with thé power structure. 
It is isolated from these problems by·these magical_péople who come into 
the·area •wanting'to do something·to help'. This j~st reinforoës an· 
apathy which community action ideology often says_it is tlÎere to dispel. 

• . .r'..!, ) • 



Commun:i.ty aotion, as far as I am concerned, should be the comm.unity doing 
things itself, i.e. taking action, .leé!-rning bhab. the •need' for the rule 
of the experts is merely a mystification. Community aotion should be the 
negation of the expert. If people were, in a colle'ctive way, to tackle 
the problèms th_at face them, i:t would soon dispel· apathy. A'nd it would 
soon be condemned as.' anarchy' and revolution. 

The newsympathetic ·activist who. moves into·a deprived or problem 
area is a new breed of expe~t. Well intentioned, radioal, less hamstrung 
by authoritarian procedures or bureaucracy, he is muoh more effective at 
organising people. But he is still the expert, still making pèople feel 
that they need others to tell them what to do. 

Indeed the community 
activist is so. successful 
thàt it hasn•t.taken the 
government and academic 
institutions long to realise 
his importance. Already 
•community workers' are 
being ~hurned out. Action 
researôh has become the 
la test" 'jargon. fo:r 1iocio 
logists to •work at the 
grass roots' (sounding like 
the coa1 face). Groups 
like the Organisation for 
Student Community Action 
have started to give students 
(in'·â. ve:ry.._hygienic way) a 
chance to get;: their hands 
dj,.rty ••• so thà.t they can 
be more effective in their 
roles as •leaders of the 
C cimmun:i. ty ~ . • 

London news,------- 

Squatters group may 
have to evict · 
f amilies in arrears . . ·. 

' By Pat Hcaly 
Social Services Correspondent . : 

The Lewisham Family Squat- + + + + + + + + + + + + 
.tin.i Associ~tion m~)'. be foroed to + + 
_.ev1Qt squatting farnilies next week 
.to avold a total collapse or the + The Times .+ 
: pr.ga.nization: 
:. The association, whieh has won + March 9, 1971. + 
· wide support for its work in + . + 
Dioneei'.ing légal squatting, ~. 
~~I a erisis eaused by t~ + + + + + + + + + + + + 
-.usai of a small number of 
fainil_ies to i,av rent. · 1 
---·-- .. - 

e 
e 

· Many, radicals have got 
onto the eomnj.unity action 
bandwagon: out. of work CND . 
àct-ivists, disc·ontented social workers, Labour 1leftists1, student ma:oists, 
etc. · They are pcppd.ng up all over the place, starting communi ty new·spâ 
pers, get,.ting themselves onto the committees of tenants and- community 
associations •. Some are making a useful contribution but in the majority 
of cases I think ~ore harm than good is being done. Often comm.unity . 
action is artificially .inanufactured to suit the ideological reqùirements 
or the impatience of the outside activist. Often whère-commu,nity action 
is imported people don t t show any interest. Working c Las s people. are .· 
manipulated enough as it is. Their alienation from some freaky community 
project is understandable as they haven•t created it. Where ~hey do 
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ac cepb :i,.t, it _is often j~st to use it or tolei;ate it. But the oommunity 
·activiste carry on undaunted. They may win concessions for people, but 
rarely invoJ.ve people in the hassles involved. They do not eduoate because 
they don•t realise that the best form of education is doing something for 
oneself.. ' ' 

Wherè the community fails to rèspond a ~hole mythology of activities 
and aohievements are created. Take.the Leith Tenants Ass9ciation whioh 
I had a·hand in generating:but had little contact with after the, i"nitiaJ. 
meeting. This initial _me,eting was described in Press-Ups· (Scotland•s new 
trendy wi th-i t al te rné:I; t,3.-y~:. ·me dia thing) • · 

•we had b:eeri · tipp~d o"ff that ·there would be· an atrbempb: to ev:Lot 
aeveœa.l, f~milies _that day •. S9 we planned to stop this •. The day 
before an. eviction had be.en'··p'tôpped by pointing out that there 
was a technical error in the.warrant, and:we. hoped that this ·C,rould 
be repeated publicly in :tl:ie street ac that the tenants -coül'd ···see 
that not everything was against them~ ·But it was the police, not 
the Sheriff's officers, who turned up. They arrested everyone in, 
sight for holding a riotous unauthoris.ed meet_ing in the street. 
This unified everybody in a previously" · spli t commund, ty. • 

This complete fabrication was probahly thought justified to stress the 
need for ·unity .. In fact no arrests were made and thé police only took one 
na.m,e and address. The failure to achieve ûnity is probably one of the 
reasona why the Leith Tenants Association, ·despite tremendous potentiaJ., 
has not really got off the ground. . · . .,.· 

This ki.nd of mytho·logy appe ar-s' all over. This example haa been g:i.ven 
as I can substantiate it. Things only occur like this whe~e the _community 
actïon is not in the control of the local people, who woulçl never allow .. · ... 
auch distortion. The outside activists tend to see politic~ .. Ln ternis· of··. 
organising., manipulating and deceiving people: people have· -, _:.t:o.,dp.Ï'l~t the 
politicians and experts think is best for them. Leaders i:r;t.,tR,~ ,P<?;ùrgeois 
sense a:rè· always self-appointed •. , especially in the field of ps!9udo·;.; · 
community action. Leaders of this ki.nd soon forget the people th&y ar~ 
supposedly J.eading. They can so easily go over to the other side, no 
matter how radical they appear to be just now. 

'Under the process.of·decompression, antagonists who seemed 
irre~oncilablé at f1rst sight grow old together, become: 
frozel:l in purely formal.".opposition, lose their substance 

'1 . . . and ne1i'tralise and moulder into each other.' 

Raoul Vaneigem 
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These radicals of today can so easily become the Government operators 
of tomorrow because in their eyea·only they have the understanding to 
lubricate the system where it is beginning to grate unpleasantly. ~.Too many 
comm~~y aotivists will be pleased when the g.ov~rnm~nt come a. alon@· bo ... 
supp·ort. their w9rk. They will· see this as some ·s-or't of vie t.ory. · ·They: will 
fail to see· that this La the way the. system absorba I progressive develôp- 
mente!. 

•Lord Justice Davies said that,nobody could have heard the 
evidence wi thout f·eelings ot de pression and oppression. He. 

. . said tha.t in the: neighbouring bor-ough of- Le~13ham. the-: aquab ... ] ;•·::·,· · 
--:.:.-·~ 1 . tere association' 'hàd ccme to an arrangemént. Wi th the .local .· , . '.' 

•0••• •· authority. ·.··· 
He added: "I go outsidè my judicial functions but I do 

express the hope that the door is not closed fînally and · ·. · 
aome consideration might be given to see _whether something 
resembling the Lew_isham amicable arrangement cannot be 
found". 1 · ·.:. 

· Evening Standard, December 16 ,. 11970 ~ 
>'i. 

Where Government is trying to abaor-b community prote.st there is usually 
a lack of success. I have visited a 1neighbourhood counoil' in London 
where a whole pack of community bureaucrats·and organisera had been sitting 
in an offioe for 2 yeàrs'with no apparent effect on the community. -'Unof.;. 
ficial' · organisations have been set up like the Association for Ne:i.ghbour-·. 
hood Councils. · These 'libérta.11 ·organisations are primarily concerned with. 
'making demooracy work'. They are disturbed at the way democracy is begin- 
ning to break down. People don1t vote in elections, they resort to nasty. 
strikes and demonstrations_. It is· important t.o iron out these unfortunate a 
areas of trouble so th~t the politicians and bosses can gat on with des- ,mi, 
troying the world without trouble from the worki.ng class. This means·sat- 
ting up new organisations to increase the deception and mystifioation, and ~ 
introduoing •reforma'. 

:-I3ead, for instance, the Labour Government•s W}iite Paper on the Reform 
of LÔca1 Government: .. 

1It is common experience.that l~cal groups are inoreasingly 
spring:i.ng up to protect or advance the interests of their com 
munities. Neighbourhood Councils would reflect and articulate 
thia growing strength· of grass roots opinion •.. · They could keep 
the mà.in authorities more closely in touch wi.th looal feeling, .. 
attraot a new and different type of ~~e.cted ,representative ''· 
into local government. and strengthen tt:s democratio· baae , • 

It is important that we do not allow •community action' to be a means of 
recuperation for this absurd and .unjust society. 

(.\' • r •. 

···.· ···- 
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· This paper is not rejecting community aétion out of hand. Nor is it 
saying that community groups shouldn't fight for concessions and minor 
reforms. No one gets anywhere by adopting a 1pure' analysis and doing , 
nothing aboutit. The point I am making is that comml,\llity action should 
be an expression of· working c Laas feeling and militant action. It should 
be.a way for people to see how society works by taokling things themselves. 
It ahouâd NOT be a new role for m:i.ddle c Laaà experts or working class 
leaders who are not concerned with changing the total oondition. of the 
working olass. People should not be allowed to lead oommunity groups up 
the blind alley of meaningless reformism. 

Commun:ity aotivists should ther.efore try to play .a oatalyst r-o Lè ·'·: 
without making themselves indispensable. They should be able to pull out· 
as soon as a group is going and leave it to the local.people ·to run.them 
selves. If the activist is local he shouldn't allow his greater experienoe 
and conmti.ttment to be daunting to others. People with professional expert 
ise should àlways play an advisory role. It is useless and fµtile to try 
to manufacture community action. 

If people create their own organisations, if they decidè how these 
should fight, if they avoid delegating responsibility to others, if they 
participate in the struggles for change, then real changes will oome about. 
Where the working class puts its·trust in self-appointed •revolutionary' 
parties, reformera and •experts', then it will n~ver overthrow bourgeois 
domination for an egalitarian system. 

Ultimately working class people need to con.front society as a whole 
through their own ~elf-generated organisations. If oommunity action con- · 
tinues to make people rely on others to bring about social change for them, 
then it is a valueless activity. Where community action helps· people to 
see the·need for solidarity, to achieve better relations.with their neigh 
bouz-s , to oppose the division and fragmentation which society imposes·,on ·• 
us, theh it is of great value. The use of this yardst:i.ok.can help onerco 
evaluate oommunity action. It should show that where a tenants• ,associa 
tion conëëntrates purely·on a rents issue and its leaders are away battling 
test cases in the courts, thè campaign will soon founder. This sort of 
action doean•t··bring people' together or build up a community strength. 
Similarly where outsiders go into an ar-ea ; start up a toommunity ~papert 
but retà.in_ë~ntrol of the means of production of that paper, or where they 
must set·themselves 'à.pas Chairman of the local organisation to stop it 
co.l'Laped.ng-, .. ' fhen one will discover alienation and apabhy towards the com- 
munity projeot~ · 

Community action is the salvation of those with outworn ideologies. 
Look at the sad decline of the East London squatters movement from the 
great promises of an anarchist mass movement to the resp~ctability of 
Shelter•s support~ The Liberal Party and the Young Liberals are endlessly 
passing resolutions about community 'participation' and community action. 
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I had a latter from the Vice-Chairman of the Young Liberals who told me 
he approaohes the field '!rom the point of view of a specialist in. the 
techniques of political organisation'. He described himself as a lprofes 
sional politician' and said he was writing a cqmputer programme for 1pol- 
i tical. strategy planning'. I haven' t go t round to wrî ting to tell him t.hat 
one of the mainaims of community action should be to fight.the 'profes- 
sional politician•. · 

Of course those masters of reformism, the Fabià.ns, soon latohed orrbo 
community action. Their pamphlet, edited by Anne Lapping, includes an 
article by John Banks called 'The Role of Central Government•(l). This 
sums up 'four mai.n kinda of community action•: 

. . . 
1. Minority pressure groups pursuing redress or reform·ON BEHALF OF 

OTHERS (my emphaad.s }, e.g. Poverty Action, Release, Sheiter, etc. (his a 
examples ) • ., 

2. Hinority pressure groups primarily pursuing reforms .in the Health 
and Welfare Services. 

3. Hinority groups concerned with reform or change on behalf of them 
selves (this sounds more like it •.• but wait for his examples) such as 
middle olass civic and amenity societies (in Hampstead, 110 doubt). 

4. Minority groups providing a service not otherwise provided, or 
trying to persuade the Government to provide these ' ••• essentially 'volun 
tary1 action groups, etc . 

. BY my definition Mr Banks is talking not about community action, but 
about pressure and charity groups. 

It is olear that to Fabians the idea of working class people doing 
things for themselves is as foreign as the idea that socialists should 
present a ohallenge·to the private ownership of capital. The Fabian pam 
phlet doesn't refer, for instance, to militant tenants' struggles. 

Social workers have a professional interest in containing community 
action. Effective community action would do them out of a job. Rather 
than opposing community action they are attempting to control it. Take 
the Seebohra Report, as quoted in •case-Con' 2. * Social workers have •the 
extremely difficult and complex task of encouraging and assisting the 
development of community identity1• •case-Con' goes on·to point·out ·that 
they are expected t.o enlist the aid of a variety of· voluntary organisations 
and •concerned' citizens. This implicitly excludes, of oourse, such bodies 
as Claimants Unions and militant tenants organisations (and I woÙld add 

e 
e 

* 'Case-Con' (a paper for revolutionary social workers) can be obtained 
from 19, Lidfield Road, London N.16. · 
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mili.tant Black groupa in England), or anyone · else who challenges the See 
bohm Commit.te~•s assumption of •common values, attitudes and ways of 
,behaving'. •It is at this poiritthat socia.list's must part. company with 
many of t!1,e new ideologists· of çommunity. action' Case-.9_<?.E; adds. 

•Case""Con• goes on to qùote another Fabian papar •The Fifth Social 
Service• ·ili which Tony Lynes (of Child :Poverty Action) describes his new 
pressure group strategy: 'The new Fabianism seems to offer a means of 
acllieving gradual progress without upsetting the basic val:ue assumptions 
of our society ••• It becomes increasingly clear that oonsid'era.ble 
change in the right dir.ection is possible wi thin the ex:i.sting a.cale of 
values and priori ties' • ·, - 

That people can deceive themselves in this way is pi~iful •. They 1ose 
sight of' the realities of the modern world or of the conditions of Jife 
of ordina.ry · world.ng people. Wi thout challenging the basio value . assump- . 
tions of sooiety, without iltering its priorities, we cannot hope to see 
change. :-Those who tell us that if we are _polite and well~behav~d. we will 
alleviate sufferihg'.without actually changing anythi:p.g mÜst be expoaed 
for the f aJ.se • prophe ta tha t the y · are. · 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

- e 
It was interesting to note how predictable were most of the contri 

butions in.the discussion that followed the presentation of this paper. 
There were those who were so mixed up about the use :.of I olass I terminology 
that they saw it in terms of personalities and family background. They 
thought I was exhibiting a guilty conscience about my middle class back 
ground ana was thus advocatd.ng keeping out of working olas.s struggles. 
But m.y use ·of olass in this case is in terms of the manipulated and the 
manipula.tors. The manipulators are those, particularly those who go to 
University, who are being groomad to organise the society of the fut~e. 
The manipu1ated are the great mass of people who are being increasingly 
forced int6 boring, meaningless jobs - whether white or blue collar - 
and who have little opportunity to decide where or how they are zoing 
to live. 

My paper doesn•t really propose anything specific or constructive. 
It is essentially an attack on reformism, a plea for people to have a 
realistio politioal perspective. 

It must be made clear, however, that I am not advocating we all join 
some partioular political organisation. I do not hold ~he views of a 
self-confessed_1Leninist1 ·who was world.ng with.the Balsall Keath Tenants 
Association in Bi:rm:trigJ:iam, ·wliose ·new was ·that ·the Tenants Association 
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would. expérience no thd.ng; but defea:t •. _This wçniÏd ailow him to recruit t.l'i,'è 
•more .. advanoed' tenants into his Revolutiona!èy Party (in this case the ·. 
I.M.G. ). This is not what I .am advocating •. In,deed moaf of the political 
groupe hawki.ng the Bolshevik heritage have an essentiàfly e+itist view 
of .a changed society. Community control would be boo much of ~- threat 
to a system Ôf 'democr~tic cen tralism' ·for. bhem to support communi ty 
action. · · ·· · ·· ,, .. , 

Manipulation of people and distortion oi history go --it~hd in hand , 
Bo.th· the· Lcft and the bourgeoisie conspire to pr-e aerrt the ,idea· that the 
working olasses could never organise anything thèmselves •. : .. .... . ... . 

'Bourgeois and radical alike distort the history of the 
·.-:world.rig class and attèmpt to draw a discre-te veiJ. · ·e>ve-r the · · 
illllitensa creative initiative of the masses in struggie. F.or 
the bourgeoisie the Russian Revolution was the·consp~racy of 
organised fanaticism. 'To Stalinists and Trots, it is the 
Justification for their right to · lead. For the bourgeois the 
Hungarian revolution of 1956 showed how capital:i.st rulers 
were better than Stalinist ones. For the St'Èi.linists· it was 
a fasoist conspiracy. The Trots wrote pamphlets showing how 
badly the Hungarians nee ded '!;h~.ir se;:vice_s ~- .. Over every rev 
olution and struggle, the parties compete in their squalid 
business of seeking to justify both themselves and their 
dog?na.S, They all ignore the efforts, the struggJ.e.,s~ 
.fl..%.C~~..fi0,es and.· the positive achievements of the p_~ticipants 
themselves. Every attempt by peo12le to take controJ. of ... 
-their own destiny bY their own rtile has beeri·buried beneath 

. · a million t.racts .and a welter of I expert' interpretations. • *. 

Let's make aur-e t.hat community .ac td.on is th_e c9mmi,mity taking action, 
and not a .meaningles.s label. for aomeone -e Lae I s i_deol,ogy·. e 

e 
Tom ,,, Woolley 

~ 

* Fro~ t~evolutionary Organisation', Clydeside Solidarity pamphlet 
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REVIEWS 
CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE G.M. STRIKE, published by Philadelphia Solidarity, 
Available from A. Reay, 4 Lloyd-:SÎreet' South, Manchester 14. 12"-;f Ponê~ 
post f~ee. 

This meaty and pr ofuae Ly illustrated· pamphlet is an account and anal 
ysis of last autumn's 58-day long strike at General Motors• 155 faotories 
in the USA and Canada. This struggle started with a spontaneous walk-out 
by 6,000 workers in Canada, followed next day by thousands more in Detroit. 
The movement was then taken over by the leadership of the U.A.W. who dras 
tically rcduced the men's demande in the process. 

This struggle, although on a much larger scale, has many lessons for· 
Ford workers in Britain. The G.M. strike started at a time most convenient 
to the employers, when the Company was in possession of large stockpiles. 
Because of this it took a long time for the stoppage to really bite. The 
parallel with the recent situation at Ford is close. 

The settlement, likc 'that which will be signed at Ford, ignored the 
men•s demanda about conditions within the plants. The basic G.M. rate was 
raised from $4.03 to $ 4.51 (i'..1.88) per hour. Retirement age was reduced 
to 58 in 1971 and 56 in 1972. 

The workers' reaction to the new contract and to the local settleinent 
which followed it was so severe that a leader of the U.A.W. was quoted in 
the 'Wall Street Journal' (November 2, 1970) as saying: 1If the local 
contracta are.not signed by mid-November, we risk losing control of the 
whole thing•. An illuminating insight into the labour bureaucraoy•s con 
ception of its own r-o Le , 

The pamphlet has been produced with praiseworthy speed. Although 
I disagree with its rather traditional marxist app~oach, it should be read 
by all mili.tants, particularly those in the motor industry who want to see 
the way the \d.nd is blowing. 

M. F. 

THE MILLION POUND STRIIŒ by Jim Arnison, with an introduction by Hugh 
Scanlon. Lawrence and Wishart, 1971. 40 ~nce 

This short (85 pp) -paperback by the Lancashire correspondent of the 
'Morning Star' is an accollllt of the bitter official striko at·Roberts 
Arundel in·stockport in 1967-68. (For a contemporary account, see •Solid 
arity' vol. 4, no.6 and 7~) 
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The struggle startèd because of an attempt to smash job organisation. 
Only 145 workers were involved, but. bhe --dispute was notable because 'ôf the 
massive solidarity which these men rec-eiyed. ; There was w'idespread 1blaok- · 
ing' of the Company1s goods and services, large-scale financial help, 
sympathy strikes by.thousands of workers and some·pretty robust physical 
aid on the picket ]4ne. (Unfortunately_ during.one 1inçident1 'the Deputy 
Chief Constable only ha~. his arm broken.) 

Roberts-Arundel had recently been taken over by a bitterly anti-union 
company, based on the Deep South of the USA. . It i's not surprising that 
firms from such backward areas should see the interests of worKers and the 
interests of trade union officials as being identical, and act accordingly. 
In many ways the dispute was atypical. · The issues Lnvo Lved were of a ldnd 
that·the .trade union movement was· fighting for in the early part of the 
century rather than those of-today, when trade unions and management 
usually oollaborate in trying to smash shop floor resistance. 

The book is a useful account of this particular struggle. The author 
is well informed. about what went on, but as one would expect from its 
origin, the work has · serious defects. It boosts the -r-o Le of the local 
officials, particularly if .. they happen to be members of the Oommunist Party, 
while totally ignoring the. considerable support· given bo the strike. by · 
revolutionaries.' It injects a typically stalinist and irrelevant.anti 
American bias into the conflict - as if there were not plenty of true blue 
British firms every bit as bad as Roberts-Arundel (the long strike ·at B.S.R. 
more thim:proved this point). 

An exa.n1ple of the serious distortions which the book contains is 
Arnison•s account of the·clashes between demonstrators and police and 
blacklegs .onFepruary 22, 1967, when there was a half-day sympathy stop 
pageby ma.ny factories a,nd sites in the Stockport area. There were l:iund-. 
reds of piokets at Roberts-Arundel and these were joined by a large .èont 
ingent of hundreds of construction workers from the b:ig Shell site ·at· 
Car.rington.· Fighting broke out, the police were ·. on the defensive, and the 
demonstrators were within an ace of occupying the factory. 

At tnis stage, following urgent appeals f!om the Çhief Constable, 
AEF Distriot Secretary John Tocher (now Assis·tant Divisional Organiser. for 
No.11 Division of the AEF and since 1969 Chairman ·of the Communist ·Par·ty) .. 
drove to the factory. 

e 
e 

'When he arrived the police asked him to appeal immediately for 
the demonstrators to disperse. John Tocher is not the type to 
panic. Surveying the scene, he knew at on~e that such an appeal . 
woul.d be worse than useless. · He carefully' set up:. his.: equiplnent 
and began to hold a meeting. That was all there was to it. · S1owly 
but surely the fighting began to evaporate. The workers stopped 
to listen as To.cher thanked them for their · magnificent 'display of 
solidarity· •. This enabled Bernard Pant.er (AEF Convenor of the 
Ca:t:.~ington si_·t.e and now: a member of the Nati-0nal Executive: o:(.the 
C\liimi.unist Party) to get his s hell lads together, and when Tocher . 
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asked for an·orderly withdrawal, the Shell workers formed up and 
marched away in a disciplined manner• • 

. Thus the C.P. defused a situation w}:l.ièh would prob.ably h~ve led to 
the occupabâon o·f the factory and, t.o a drastic shortening qf '!;h~. stri.ke. · 
An occupation ·would have provided a magnificent and bad.ly needed .. exam_ple 
for other workers to follow. One year la ter in France, in May 1968, the · · 
French Comniunist.Party was able to carry out, the same role on a gigantic- 
a~ly larger scale. 

I do not make these criticisms for reasons of political sectarianism, 
however enjoyable this might be. I do so because the distortions ccn baâned 
in this bookebcut a strike involving a few·workers are an example - albeit· 
a miner one - of a process of falsification, both conacîous and unconscious9 

of the history and exper:Lence of.the work:ing class which has gone on for· 
decades, and -haa had a distinct effect on -:i:t.s present consciousness.· 'The 
writing of the history of the class itself i·s of fundamental importance 
if an autonoraous revolutionary working class movement is to emerge. 
Although it contains useful inf·ormation, partièularly 011 how to organise 
the effective 'blacking' of a company, this book should be read criticaUy. 

M. F. 

1 

THE POSTAL WORIŒRS AND THE TORY OFFENSIVE. by Paul Foot. A Sociallst . . ! 
Worker pamphlet. 5 pence. Obtai.nable !rom I.S., 6 Cotton G~;rd·ens~ µ:,n~~zi E2.! 

- - 
This is a very mixed pamphlet. ·Paul Foot•s homework is well.done 

when he is dealing with,the history of the Post Office, but there are·somé 
typicar I.S. judgmentswhen he is talking about the UPW. Foot claims ·ror 
instance that 'the Union of Post Office Workers' leadership took·a·turn to 
the left with the election of Tom Jackson to the General Secrètaryship in 
place of Ron Smith •.• , (p.9) I joined the Post Office soon after Jackson 
be came General Secretary but saw li ttle evidence of his radicalism. : · 

1 

1 

The nature of Jackson•s 'left leadership' is well shown in the fol- Il 

lowing episode, which Foot ·himself describes. mialing wi th the' \'Yage settle- 
ment of February 1970 (when we .. got a 12%·average· i,ncrease) Jac~on had 1 

triumphantly proclaimed •We got all we asked for 1• He was to be in for a: 
shock. •on the ballot vote of bhe i unâ on t e branches, acceptance of·the j 
offer was approved by the slenderest of majorities. Among postman, thère 
was probably a majority for ~ejection. If there had been any doubt·· in the 
minds of the union leadership about the militancy of their members, it was 
now laid to rest.' The postmen, àfter· ne·ar·ly 50 years of apathy, were 
spoiling for a fight to improve their wages and conditions•. (p.11) 
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In his account of the recent strike Foot does not seem to bè aware 
that the workers weFe not consulted · and, that many militants were oritical 
of this particular method of·struggle. They nevertheless responded to the 
call despite the 'no strike pay' a.nnouncement at the outset~ The fact 
that the rank and file were not consulted·is very_iinportant, not only 
bec.ause they are entitled to be consulted, but bacause there ar-e r-e aeona 
for le~dérs not wanting to involve the rank and file in making deoisions, 
Their opinions may not be what the leaders want. The rank and file may 

. :know. better··what·.will be effective. The leaders moreover have other 
,. interests. None of" this is me ntd.oned , 

Nor is it emphasised that the UPW did not ask ·for solidarity action 
from o.ther unions or other ·workeri:f·who were hahdling postal goods and 
servicing telephone exohanges where scabs were.at work. The Post Office 
Engineers Union for instance did much to help defeat the strike by keeping 
the telephones going. Does Foot khow that at least twè of his fellow I.S~ 
membèrs are well known in the POEU? Many militants and èven people who ·, 
call themselves :revolutionaries hold positions in unions .. · Are they obliged 
to oling to these positions0rather than help the workers• struggle forward, 
even if it means losing these positions? Why for instance did Jim Higgins 
(I.S. and E.C. of the POEU) not appeal publicly to his own rank and file 
over the heads of his fellow E.C. members? Why did he not do what an 
ordinary lorry driver did who, Foot tells us, lost his job for refusing to 
carry a oouple of letters for his. employer .. ? Had sundœy 1·1efts1 ac~ed in 
this way it oould have set ·an example which many would have been glad--·to· · ·. 
follow, and which could have led to a victory for the postal workers • 

. Acoording to Foot 1the real blame for the collapse of the strike 
mus t; be placed .. on· the General Councd.Lvo f the T.U.c., f'.irst . .-for not· provid 
ing the funds .when they were needed, and secondly for not organising · the 
other unions in dispute ·with the Government to coordinate:their efforts 
with tl;Le poabmen ", (p.19) ·. ·. 

Does ·I,S. really believe the T.U.C. could aot i·n this way? If not, 
why do they go on talking about making the T.U. leaders follow militant 
policies? This sort of nonsense just isn' t good eriough , Isn' t it tinltà 
revolutionaries said clea-rly that such things ·are. no more possible bhan.. 
making the Labour Party follow socialist policies?. _.The: alternative for 
revolutionaries is to see that their own members take.aotion at shop floor 
levai and where they have any influence in the work:i.ng olass movement. · 

e 
e 

Foot haa no serious criticism either of-the C.;B.t·or of Jackson, who 
i.$ at.most blamed for not criticising the T.U.c .• ···He sa:ys: 1By Tuesday, 
Jackson 'was outlin:i.ng his line·of retreat to the; Executive. On Wednesday 
(March 3) the entire Executive, having agreed· bo. ~:urrender·by· 27 votes .to 
4 (with th~· Communists on the Executive supporting Jackson), travelled to 
the Department of Employment and concoctéd a formula for calling off the 
strike'. (p.18) That's all - no comment! i 

1 

~J 
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It is not common knowledge tha:t ... Mauricè·· Stylèè ,, )PW ;Chairman., ~s .also 
a Communist Party member-, He .showed no initiative but identified· oomplet'ely 
with Jackson and the E.C. throughout the ~trike. Is there no connection 
between this_ and the role of leading I.S. membe r-s in ~hè POEtI'? Foot seems 
to have had aome difficulty in. criticising· the c.P •. in view .. o.f t_he. vulner- 
able. position· of some of his ·own leading members. · · · · · · . 

Foot has nothing to, say abcut · thé decision of the · 1JPW le;der;3 to .. 
recommend a ballot by branches for éalling.: off the strike •.. Is it not 
revea"Jing how the so--cal-1-ed leaders of Trade Unâ.ons and Parties· 'know when 
to ·allôw 'bhe exercise of 'democratic ··rights I and when to withhold them'( · 
No èonsulta'tion at the begî.nnâng , But the workers. allowed to vote': '!f0:r :;. · 
tle:(?epting defeat when they had be'en given no real· help or .:real èifeotire. 
eonduet; of: the dispute. ~, 

Ail Fo"Ot. can of fer in his conclusions. 'i,s. an· expl,.anation that tl:l.e. 
wo,rke.rs ·must become:·aware ·of the political nat.ure .o f the industrial strug 
gle and ·form a Party which will Le ad them to v:ï.ctory- over 'capital.ism~.- · 
'The f1gh~ :·against the operations (of: the Torie·s}-.cannot be won ,by :i.so1ated 
acts of m:tli taney, ;however prolonged .and · however ·heroie • ... (p.·23.) 

.. 

- e 

. There you have it. The workers must follow some 'alternative lèaa.-· 
érshipt·; ···BU:t why ·shouid "ac'tis of milit,ancy' have :to r.emain isolated? In 
the oourse·of strikes and disputes, could they not-be the·starting point 
fo:t m"re aoi;a of militancy, which 'Would make them leas- and les·s isolated? 

. The Parties of the·.' left' {è. P.,' I .s.~, S. L.L., e bo , ). avod.d eneourag 
ing ,real rank.:..and~file action wh±le mouthing le :t't phrases about forming . 
Couil·eils- o:t·Aotion, Id.aisÔn c·ommittees or.Shop S.tewar.ds Oommittees (wh;i..oh 
-of course the ·Parties will conbr-o L) •. · They au:.stifle initiati.ve and- .the 
development of self-confidence and political maturity •. These only- oome. · 

, trom. actions which the. rank and file manage. themselves. 

Tl;lè ·postal· str;i.ke: has opene'd a big dis~ussion on very important· 
questions ooneerning tactiës ·in··disputes ·with employers. It, has aga;i.n 
pcsed ' q~s·tions about trade union organisation, wïth partioular· referenoe 
to the role of· so~c=alied le·à.dei-s. In· addition i t will force th,e . peopl~ .. 
who ~egard ·.themselves as revolutionaries · to look again at their basio" 
politicai éonoeptions and ideas, with a view to changing them to oonform 
with todayits reality~ 

... ·.·· 

Joe . Jacobs •.. 
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THESES. ON THE CHINESE REVOLUTION by Cajo Brendel. · 10NP plus postage 
from •~da,rity' (Abe:x:-deen), 3 Sin~lair Rd -. , ~q;rry.1 _Aberdeen. 

The social implications of Mao•s revolutié,n'have yét t·o ,be full.y 
documented and analysed from the libertarian viewpoint. That there has, 
been oonflict, at times widespread, betw·een- the··workers and peasants · in· 
China and the· architects of I their1 revolution seems little in doubt. It 
seems equally certain that, as in Russia, liberta~ian opposition to the 
Party .. both in· the recent past and â.t · ~.ts inèeption ~ has been ruth1ess:1:Y 
crushed. China,· like the N.W. passage.,. hae been subjeot. to myth-bl.tj.lding 
on: a grand scale, and in .this impor·tant ·pamphlet Cajo' Brendel has be gun · 
what wè. sincerely. hope to be a'continuous procèss of demystifioation. Tp.e· 
point must be made tlië.t, whatever the Chine se revoli.l.tion may have .. ao!l,ieir_e~, A 
it has ·not achieved any fundamental change in social relationshïps.· The· w 
day-to-day reality of order-giving anQ order-taking has certainly taken on 
.a new · form and ·a new terminology, .but in essence· t.he enormous changea in , 
cont'emporary· China have not· been about man! a dominàt:i.on.: .. over the content 
o-f. his worit or the totility of his life. _ Thèse· d.acisi'ons -. ·are .stiJ.l taken 
ext.erna1ly, and he- is. stili reduced to the. rple .of.: acting put. his. lï:fe .a~:. 
if it were planned by others. '.. . . .:,, 

,Cajo Brendel has attempted â new interpr.etati'on of theChines;0.re~l 
ity,-. ~omparlng its upheaval ·with the Russian .. model and coni.;ing _to some very 
~~y~aling_ èonclusions. He qui te rightly aaser'bs .that .a change .,;tn· 'f?l:i,.e rel 
ations of production has taken place, but desèrib·es this as bèing little 
.!llore than the demise of Feudalism. During .the p.eriod o.f the cultural 
rèvo1utj,.on'the struggle that tore the country p.a<1: nothing to.do'with 
Sociali.sin. Nor was it, in any real sense, a tot~l. r_avo1}i_tïqn~. Its sj.g'.';. 
nifioanoe lay in its ~.gi.timis~tion of t~e new economâ,c ~elations_:e·n.gend..;_ 
er~d ùp.d~!t' ,st_a~e ca~i~~,.im/ . :,. . . . . . . . . . . '• ·: .-.\ - 

.• < ;· . -: . . . • : :., .. . '· 
In·his summing up' Brendel anticipa.tes the victory of the •new olass• A 

in CliiiiA.., though t)le pamphlet was written well before. the inaugµration of • 
ping-pong diplomacy wi, th the 'west. The pamphlet ( orig:i.nally published in 
Rolland) .is a v:ery. Ùseful addition to the stilf rà.ther meagrè ·1iody ·of 
information on the· 1re.al' Cl1,ina, and is well worth reacli.ng.. .. . 

. .; ·~ 

Del Foley. 
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An army of occupation, even when called a peaoe-keeping foroe, .tends· 
to behave in an authori tarian, ar,rogant· and arbi trary way-. It is not 
surprising that it should soon become thorough+y.hated by-the .civilians it 
deals with. For a long time Irish Republicans'have referred· to the six 
northern èounties as •occupied Ireland' •. The term now ha~ a deep and 
bitter signifioance for thousands of ,Catholic_·workers and their families. 

And yet, in August 1969, British troops were welcomed into those 
areas of Belfast and Derry where the people are now most often up in arms 
against them. Their presence was demanded by revoJ,.utionary groupa. ·. This 
was not due to any liking fo~ militarists or,any illusions about the bene 
volenoe of the:: British armeq forces. It was_-a measure of desperation. 
Compared with.the batons of the R.u.c •. , the-.-.guns·of the •B:1 Specials1 or 
the missiles and firerbombs of Protestant bigote, the soldiers seemed a 
neoessary evil. 

- e 

. . . - . (. 
Sinoe then, the conviction has grown that thay are mo~e evil than 

necessary. · During·\1970 their presence was fe)..t constantly: .. a~moured 
vehioles patrolling the· streets, rifles ieve::t.led at .everyone on the pave-·:(· 
men ta; arms seârches in people I s homeaj C .s. gas .pumped into are as wheneve.:r 
a small group of youths made some trouble. Then there were more dramatic · 
shows of military strength, such as the notorious curfew on the Falls area, 
repression of the Shankill Road, and periodio shoç:,ting of men alleged to be· 
sniping or throwine; ::Pet~_~l bomba. 

Of course, the soldiers were often attacked first. But always1 after 
the fashion of soldiers, they used their more lethal equipment to retaliate 
- and not only against their attackers •. And anyone with experienoe of 
arreata on demons tz-atd.one can guess tha.t they probably got the wrong people. 

! . . . 

The. troops are not good-hearted victims of muz-de.rous ingra:titua:~. 
They were sent to Northern Ireland not to defend t,he Catholio oommunity 
but to •stop trouble' on behalf of the governments at Westminster and Stor~ 
mont. ·rn this respect, mil,itary action alone can only succeed ,tempora.ri.ly, 
by foroe of arms, at the oost of increasing long-term reàentni.ent·. · 

The most recent outbreak of'. .. violence (February · 1971) shows some 
trends developing within the qq9upied seotor. Firat, the unity of resist 
anoe to the.Ïnilitary. A woman interviewed by the B.B.C. expressed it in 
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these terms: 1A while ago, some of us here thought there had been enough 
trouble, but now we're right behind the mën.' This is why children have 
b~~ni:-i~o: î>f?mi,µ~nt i~ di$,t)-lrba13c~~ ., it'~ .. -fhe ·sort of si:tuatto~-~~e:t-e kids 
wç,ùl.~. :ob~·pu~ly ;be e~ge.r. ~o. _lill.X, ~n, un;t<tss preven~e'd- by. their patéhts. . \ 

' ; '. . . . . . ..•• sJ . : . ·.• .• . . ' ' ' . .. ; / 

····1:iè' don' t have to ·1ook for "bhe mythical I an,archist agi ta.tors' Ôonjur·éa'. 
up by Unionist politicians. At the same time, there are definite political 
groupings at work, in the form of the, two rival factions of the I.R.A. 
These are. the gunmen and other activists who either instigate or take over 
riot si tua tions .• 

The·•official' I.R.A. was infiltrated by commun,ists and fellow 
travellers in the early 601 s, and adopted a 'socialis't' programme. Aftèr 
the August riota in 1969 it was blamed for leaving Catholic areas unpro 
teeted. ·· The organisation spli t. The 'Provisionals I retùrned to the ·polie y 
of'" armed militancy, attacking British Imperialism and fighting for a united 
Ireland first and foremost. 

To main tain some of their influ.ence, the r Officials' were f oz-ced to . 
take the same sort of line, and there·is riow little to choose between them. 
Botli arè limited in their the·ory, ruthless in ae td.on , · authoritarian in 
pra:c~ïoe. They think in terms of 'controlling' areas,· and shoot eaoh·other 
as we11·as British soldiers~' 

The atruggle of people against the military oannot be disentangled 
from I.R.A. politics. In embattled streets, the toughest set of gunmen 
may seem to offer the best hope. ·The realities of the Northern :treland 
cril\lis, in wider social and econc-'11ic terms, are_obsoured; .the experiençe 
of. fighting togethe~ against •law and order~· does not·lead beyond tradi:- 
tiona1 anti-British slogans. ' · 

'For reaàons like these, the demand for withd~awa1· of British troops 
ia a-·valid one for socialists to make, aa the best chance of dispelling 
fa1se oonsciousness. It is also humanitarian, in that it woûld stop the 
present bloodshed. The risk is that it might lead to worse bloodshed, the 

.,.kind that· brought the troops in. 

e 
e 

Chi~h~~ter-Clark, Maudling and c'o:.·,·a.re taking .a hard line: :beating 
the gunmen, f orcible repression·, bhr-ea ts of t.oughez- poli tiôal measù.res F 
including int~rnment. If the witch-hunt·against the 1Provisionals' and 
their t anâifohist friend.s 1 .gets under way, there could be har .. d · time1;3 ahead 
for socialiste in the province. 
1 . 

. \.·soctAL/ST. PERSPECT'f VES 
The general outlook for socialism over there is, on the face of it, 

pretty gr.im anyway. The division in the working class goes very deep. 
- -.•Protestant• and •catholic' are not really deficriptive·'of r:eligion; in 
faot, they tend to be undez-afood _:i.n an :over-simplifie·a and· mislead.ing -way ··;·.· .: 

1 

~I 
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by people outside N. Ireland. The terms place everyone there in the con 
text of àn en ti-re backgr-ound : aocd.e.L lif e , poli tioal. views, · dùl tural 

... inter,ests. as well as the religi.on' which may be' .only nominal. '.lhis is why 
'i ·non.;.religious and èven re.volutionary. e·lements s·till. tend to ide·ri,;ify :them 
séives · as being one or th;~- other; instead of get·ting away from· bo ch' bhoae 
eategories. You have to be a 'Protestant• atheist or a •catholio• atheist. 

. . . . ·.: ;: .. • . : 

.. . . T)le cônflict ï's · expne ase d :ln l'.:eligious terms·, but i t ïS net a quaa- 
.· ·tion ;Of Long. m..emories, ancient -hatre:ds, .and so 'on..: · It is a ·reflection of 
'{he aotual, .. n~ar-apartheid situation in which .people· liv'e ·their lives. {1) 
:Btit thère ha.s t o be a degree of f,raternisation, where·· life·-styles merge · 
arid 'the: d;i.vision disappea.rs: mixed -and neutral ar'eas'/ éntertailiment, city 
cen"tre ahopa , public transport, universi ty, welfare services - and Euz-ope ! s 
largest Labour Exchange, to name a few. 

In ~ociety at large, away from the fighting, we can see- symptoms of 
cr;i.sis in Northern Ireland as elsewhe_re.·· (-2) The relations of capitalist 
production have inevitable effects: .. ?-lienation and resistance·. · Therë: i-s 

. quite à gqod record of shop-floormilitancy and solidarity. · . ..:.. "~ . ~ 

In priva te life, tradi tional values and relationships· are· ëfonfronted 
w;i..th new radical elements. Youth culture is not just 'an· alien i171port~· and 
the underground scene is not confinéd to students. c·onviètions on drugi{' 
charges often involve young workers, apprentices and un~mployed. Author 
itarian family structures "az-e, howevez-; ·still s tz-ong , ·Too màny dociJ.e. 
d!:lughters and à.utif:Ul sons az-e far from -dd.acar-dd.ng the~f parents t preju- ' 
dices. ·A liking for pop music can go along with enthusiasm· for Orange or 
Ir:Ls.ll-Rebel folklore. The change Le gradual (even more so ïn Eire, whe.re. 
censorship·and clericalism rein.force èonservative trends). . .. ,· ~ - - Only th_e working out of the ··social c ra.aa.a in i ts most tdtal aenee 
can lead to socialism. But just becaùse the civil rights struggle was 
always a limited one, doesn't mean revolutionaries should have kept out 
of it. That would have been to·ignore the most obvious crisis of the 
soci_ety th~y were living in. . .. 

· <-1} · For an in-depth study of .bhe r-oo cs of conflict, see': Owen D. Edwar-da · 
The Sins of Our Fathers (Gill and Macmillan, 1970). 

; .. 

(2). See The Crisis of Mode.rn Society, by P. Cardan, Solidari ty Pamphlet 23. 
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In ~he event, most cons~ious revolutionariep,in N. Irelà.nd did the 
opposite. They dived without hesitation into the rising tïde of agitation. 
They helped to develop the movement and developed themselves-~th:i.n it, 
emerging as the present 1People's Democraoy' group. (3) 

·At first~ as a mass meeting of students shocked at police brutality, 
the P.D. was hampered by Jarge numbers of mindless moderates and oareerist 
stùdent politicians. All the same,. it became at onee the radipal wing of 
Civil Rights, acting as a catalyst and ·a corrective to the moTcm~nt. It' 
instigated action - student de~onstrations confronting polioe, the Bel 
fast- Derry and Belfast - Dublin marches - and maintained critioism of 
Green Tories and of the regime in the south. 

A:fter the academic year 1968-69 (still looked back on nostalgically 
as the •P.D. Year' at Queen1s University, Belfast) the P.D. moved out of 
the student environment. Branches were set up in Belfast and some of the 
·1arger towns. The organisation·united Young Sooialists, anarchist, Jib 
erai·and republioan elements, and described its theory,as •connolly social 
ism•. Fortünately, its socialism does not begin and end with Connolly. 
P.D. theorists are primarily concerned with N.·Ireland in the present; 
they a1so take a'coount of 20th centur,y history, and extend their range of 
comment to the international scene. 

The Political Programme published in the·•Free Citizen' (4) of . 
December 4, 1970 is not explicitly libertarian, bÜtincludes the attempt 
to avoid an: authoritarian power structure. The long-term aim is the· 
establishment of a socialist system of society in Ireland and throughout 
.the world. In the Workers I Republic, gove rnmentiaâ, functions will be shared 
by territorially éleotèd representatives and delegates from Counoils, all 
subject to recall, and as much decision-making as possible will be devolved 
from the centre. · 

e 
e Proposed methods of achievemènt over-emphasi21e the role of the mass 

politioal organisation instead of autonomous action by bhe people. · Only 
the consent of the majority is required, and parlianientary means are not 
,excluded. But the political movement is to be the weapon of the working 

(3) O.D. Edwards gives an over-enchanted accollllt of the P.D. and New Left 
whioh .. may be contrasted wi th the hyper-cri ti.cal pamphlet ·, !_he PeoRle' s 
Democ,1acy from a Working Class Point of View' (title not0 to be taken lit 
eraJ.ly, but containing some valid points) published by the Irish Communist 
Organisation. . . . ..... 
(4) •Free Citizen' is the weekly :rie'wspaper of the P.D. (subs. x2.50 from 
88 Ladybrook Park, Belfast). P.D. has also produoed 2 issues of a theore~ 
tical magazine, the 'Northern Star', and 2 pamphlets, •struggle in the 
North' and 1The Great Eel Robbery', both by M. Farrell. 
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class, and agitation to impi-ove condi tioris is to ba..coaoâned wi th oonstant 
propaganda for: socialism. There is a. long list of· •-immediate demanda r , 
a transi tional ·programme including nationalisation, ·social reforma·, liber 
alisation, and ·an··all-Irela.nd Assembly .to ·coordinate· the work of .democratic 
Workers Councils. · . 

There are many grounds for criticising the P.D. -. confusion, Leninist 
illusions, Irish romanticif!~ .. :":'. l;>ut_ ~he_ ~act remains that it is the only 
group i:n N. Ireland where libertarian _socià.lists ë::àn ope"i•ate •. ····Amon:g ïts 
activities have béen housing, pr.otes.t against repressive laWf!, .support for 
str:i.kers against blacklegs, agitation on bus fares-and ee1 fisheriea. It 
has not made much progress with industrial ~ction, or with.the task of. 
gett:Lng ~hrough to the Protestant workers. On the other hand, it must 
have made an impression on .many .o..f...::JiJ.te ... C)~.;th.,9;)49 oommunity at one time or 
another,· especially through i.ts weekly newspJJ.p9r. 

'~r • ·• ' • . . 
Things· are difficult for the· P.Ih just '·now. Excluded from I>l".emises 

in B"elfast, it· reverted to.meeting at Queen1s. Membership shrank~ and·it 
retreated to a room in acmeone+a house, Even· in the last month or two.1-. 
the situation has tightened up, and attitudes have hardened still further. 
It ia liow advil:iabie to.·colle.ct ... a .. fairly .. ~.l.1.P~.té3.Iltial .group.:before trying 
to ae·u the paper .,· . 

Let us hope.:the P.D. will survive, and continue to add its voice on 
the aide of radicàl dissent and of li·bertarian socialism. 

L. W.•. 

~- · .. ~ . ..:.:.. _...;';.....: ~. - . ···- 
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OUR SELVES 
Our , la.st issue sold out ( 1, ;oo copies) tha.nks to. a number of new. 

subscr:ibers ·an.a bulk order takers. 1,400 copies of the preaent Lssuë are. 
being produced. If our circulation could be stabilisea at - or'made to 
exceed - 1,500 copies considerable technical improvements would ·be possible. 

Three new pamphlets have been produced: Pamphlet No. 34 
.(.socially Responsible Scientists ·or Sol;dier-Technioians?) drawstogether _the 
articles on this theme published in Vol. VI, Nos.· 6, · 7, .and 8. The text· is 
getting around in BSSRS circles and among scf.ence stu'dents and gradua tes. ~t~ 

!.: .. a number of uhiversities. More shoul.d be .heard about this campaigri in tb,e 
·'m.onths to come. · · 

Pamphlet No. 35 (The Paris Commune of 18Ü) is a repi':i.nt of a. 
piece first published in Solidarity, Vol. I, No. 6, about 9 years ago. 
Republished for the Commune Centenary, the article aims at counterposing the 
positive aspects of this great popular uprising to the current flood c:>f 
Trotsk:yist propagà.nda, according to which 'the~ less,on of the Commune is 
the need for a firm Party leadership'. 

Pamphlet No. 36 (Sorting Out the PcistÎÙ Strike°) by J.,Jacob"s, was .. 
pr,oduced within a week of the erid of the recent postal dispute. It analyses 
the main wea.knesses of the strike: the lack of ra.nk and file consultation or 
con~rol on the objectives of the struggle. <;>r. about; the best methods to be .. 
used , ·the Laok of serious·: preparata.on, ,~,~e Laok of solidari ty action among 
Post Office. Engineers and·others, and the continued confidence of the men in 
•leaders' who would solve their problems for them. The pamphlet includes the 
texts of two Solidarity leaflets, several thousand copies of which w~re 
produced and distributed during the strike itself and which were well 
received. Over 1,000 copies of the new pamphlet have already been sol!l, more 
than half of them to postal workers.in the London area. Subscribers will all 
be receiving a copy of this pamphlet. 

Also republished after a long period are Kollontai's Workers 
O:pPosition (by the London group) and Bob Potter•s Greek Tragedy (by the 
Clydeside group). These cost 20p and 5P respectively, plus postage •. 

Regulsr fortnightly meetings of Solidarity readers have been held 
in London since the beginning of the year, oft_en attracting large and 
actively participating audience~. In these we •have discussed Modern· 
Capi talism and Revolution, The Irrational in Poli.tics, the Industrial 
Struggle Today, Bolshevism and the Alternative, the Trade Unions and the 
Bill, and the Third World. Further meetings are planned on Women1s 
Liberation, The Mass Media, and Revolutionary Organisation. ,A striking 
feature of these meetings has been the self-discipline of the audience, 
often ma.king it unnecessary for a Chairman to be appointed. Also 
interesting is the fact that the main' mouthpieces :for tradi tional 'left' 
politics now seem to be mabid rather than trotskyist. Solidarity speakers 
have also held meetings in.Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Dundee and 
Canterbury. 

;,i 

. ... 
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On Monda.y, March 22, a succEfssful-j,0int meeting was held with the 

London Division of the ILP, the New Socialiste and a number of anarchist 
comradël?• Together we oommemo~ated both·the Centenaryof the Paris Commune 
and· the·· 50th a.nniversary ôf t}:le· ,Kronstadt· u:prising. To · our lmowledge this 
is the first time the a.pniversary of the Kronsiadt Commune has ever been 
celebrated at a· public meeting in London and probably.the first time that 

·.· these· two inlporta.nt historical évents have been Lânked .t·o~tl:Ïer,· and jointly· 
commem6rated· by libertaiian revolutioriaries·. We hope the dialogue will 
continue. . .. . 

As interest in our ideas and publications spreads in the ·uSA, the:· 
task of despatching, invoicing and nagging for the settlement of many 
individual small orders from.this ~art of the world is now beçoming more 
tha.11 we can. oope with, without serioùsly compromising more crea.tive activity. ·· 
Althoùgh we remain keenly interested in comment, news, direct. communication, 

, . ·· .. cri tioism, argument and· the exchange of inveoti ve wi th cornrades, supporters 
and dissenters in the USA, we would ask them henceforth to place·their 
order1:1 · directly ·wi th ·soLIDARITÎ, G. P.O."··Box 13011, Philadelphia, . 
PA 191011 · USA, who will be receiving our material in bulk. We hope 
shortly.to ·offload similar· orders ·from Àustralia onto the shoulders of à 
comrade in Brisbane. Watch this column for further details. · · 

We finally repeat our call. to readers to write for us and send 
us matérial for publication. Too many of our sùpporters are just passdve " ·.- ·., 
consumera' of Solidari,ty ideas and net actively engaged in developing them. 
We will consider à.nything thatis lively, accùrate and releva.nt,·partioularly 
if it breaks with traditional 'left' · thinking, raises new issues or throws ... 

. new light on subj·ects not yet· discussed in our paper , 
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. .(1.PPEAL Tb. READERS . HOUSI1rG 2 RENTS , . AND . 
THE TENANTS' STRUGGŒ 
-IN SC OTLAND ,·. ' 

We hav.e now decided to buy- plate 
making equipment, wh:Lch wil1 
enable us· to · produèe man.y of our 
forthoom:i.iig·pamphlets in offset 
litho. (This will release some 

.• · Ï:,f ut; from · muoh of the slave 
lab6ur of duplicating.) · 

The paper: itself · (at least for 
the time being) will continue to 
appe~ in duplicated form. We 
would alào like to purchase an 
electronio· stencil maker. This 
wiil enable'Us to improve (w:ith 
pictures' ·etc.) the duplicated 
paper. Thé total· cost of these 

:· two.'îtenis a.mounts to several 
hundred pounds. We need dona 
tions urgently. 

A . ne_w r qolidari t,;y: r 

(Clydeside) pamphlet 

Housing and class~ 

How to wage ( and how · 

~.! bo ,wag~) th~ · 

tenant~ t struggle •. 

5P (+ postage) from 

43 Valevi~w Terra.ce, 

Dumbarton, Scotland. 
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In Britain the contempt for the •traditional left• grows apaoe. 
Tradi tional poli tics ·continues slowJ.y to disintegrate. On April. )1-, the 
Sunday Times published the .result of the Opinion Researoh·Center's latest 
survey. The theme was 'Who are your masters.now,?'. cno single minister 
could be rememberèd by even half of the people questioned1• '26% of those 
questioned·thought Callaghan was in the governmerit'·, 130% tnought that 
Jenkins was a mïnister'. In Golborne Wani, North Kensington,. an election 
organised by the democratically elected Neighbourhood Council,results in· 
a higher turn-out than in the official Municipal Elections. 

At the last General Election the total vote cast in classical working 
class areas s·lumps magnificently: Vâ.uxhall (54.5%), Bermondsey (53%), 
Bri:xtori (52~6%), Hackney Central (50.8%), Bethnal Green (50.4%), Islingt~n 
North (49%), Islington.South West (48.9%), Poplar (48.85b), Southwark (48~2%), 
Stepriey (45.6%). ·Meanwhile the traditional revolutionar.ies, as usual behind 
the workers (a long·way behind) still exhort people to rvote Labour, with 
out illusions'· (I.S.), or to return yet another Labour Government •in order 
to hasten the final recognition by the working class of LaboUI'1s rotten· 
reformist leadership' (S.L.L. ). · 

The eyes of millions are gradually being opened by important inter 
national. events. Not only are the institutions of eetablished society 
being âeen·for what they are but false solutions are being discarded. 
Demystifi'cation is gaining momentum. A self-managed socie.ty is being 
inc·réa~s~il.e;Ï? d.iseussed as a. meaningful a_lternative to the monstrous soci 
eties of'East and West. Everywhere the authority of self-professed 'lead 
erships' is crumbling. People in their thousands are coLtlng to realise 
thàt •no Saviour from on high' will free them, that they must take the 
control of their struggles·into their own hands,and that their salvation 
lie.s in their own strength, cohesion, solidarity, willingness to fig~1t and 
sense of purpose. ~hey refuse to exchange one prison for another. 

The decks·.are being cleared.as erstwhile revolutionary·groups, one 
after another, openly line up on the side of reaction. The 1vanguard' 
parties baoome vanguards ••• of. counter~revolution. In:Ceylon a Left bour 
geois government in which Stalino-Trotskyists participate is returned to 
power in J\Iarch 1970. Tricontinental, the 'guevu.rist• journal published in 
Havana, _welcomes this tremendous victory. In its issue:of Décember 1970, 
between h'osannahs to the new regime i,ind full-page pictures of a beaming 
,Madame Bandaranaike, Tricontinental describes the- r-e t ur-n: of the United· 
Front Coal,ition as a 1serious blow against imperialism, especially u.s. 
imperialism'. 

• 

A widely supported popular uprising breaks out a few months later. 
The United Front government unanimously votes Emergency Regulations, 
sl~nders the rev·olutionaries as I fascists' in the best Stalinist style and 
engages in vi~ious repression, shooting political prisoners without trial. 
Arms to suppr'e as the workers, 'peaaant s and _youth of Ceylon are sént to 
Mrs Bandaranaike by a friendly U.S. government (its convalescence from the 
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recent 1 ·serious blowl now fully completed), b'y Mr Heath t s · Tories ( 'nothing 
like a few Trots to defend •our". tea plantations, what'?1), and by Mr. 
Brezhnev•s very degenerated W~rk~rs State. 'Indian and Pakistani offioers, 
previously not on speak:i.ng terms, are now fraternising in the bars of 
Colombo hotels .••• in the defence of the rulers of Ceylon. One,might be 
dreaming·~ Not to be left out of the act, the side-line strategists qf the 
s.L.L. denounce the Janatha Vimuthi Peramuna (Peoples Liberation Movement) 
as. having thelped the Ceylon Gove rnme nt to strengthen :ï..ts reactionary grip 
over the workers and peasants' (Workers Press, April 22, 1971). Fidel who 
- l~t. it be remembered - supported the Russian intervention in Czeohoslo 
vakia·(the sugar of principles and the p~inciples of sugar) remains mum. 
China, boo , main tains a deaf ening silence. ( The only aound coming from . 
that quarter is the noise of ping-pong balls.) . The 'marxis~leninist• ", 
vanguards have all been found. wanting. · In Ceylon, thé m~sses and those. 
helping to coordinate their struggle are on their own , The; truth a1one 
is revolutionary. 

In East Bengal, a similar shambles. The ruthlessly reactionary 
regime of Yahya Khan is bloodily putting down the Loca.L population who had. 
had the impudence to prove itself a majority on its own home ground. :· 
Indisorinti.nately, with weapons bought from China ('power flows from the 
barrel o·f a gun ") the West Pakistan .A:rmy is slaughtering the inhabitants 
of Bengali villages and towns, sheliing student hostels, seek:i.ng to deop,p~ 
itate a who1e generation. 

Mao ~as stra~ge friend-s. F°~i.st Nkrumah. Then Colonel Boumédienne 
(in Algeria.). Thén the . .King of Ne pa.L, And of course the butcher Yahya. 
So the author of the Little Red Book allows Pakistani planes to overfly 
Chine se terri tory, and promises troops in the .' evientuali ty of the Bengalis 
driving West Pakistan out of Bangla Desh. The Péking paper Jen Min Jih Paç, 
(April 10, 1971) proclaims that the 'relevant mea~ures taken by President 
Yahya in oonnection with the present situation in Pakistan are the internal 
affair of Pakistan 1• Long gone are the days when ·the Paki.ng Stalinists 
were urg:i.ng that •those countries in which socialism (thèir term, not oursl) 
has been victorious must mak~ it their sacred ititè.rnationalist duty to 
support ••• the peÔple's rèvolutionary struggles in other countries•~(1) 

---= • r--,---.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~...,;--~~~~~ 
(1) From '~ore on the Diff~es between Comrade Tog=!::L~ti an~.!, 
March 1963. Those interested in the early manifestations of the bureau 
cratie oonservatism of·China's rulers should consult an article published 
in Solid~.tl vol~ .. ··Ü:Ï~ rio. 12. ·The article de ecz-Lbe s the actions of the 
Maoist Communist Party of Japan with regard to an industrial dispute in 
that ccurrtœy that threatened Tokyo' s relations with Pelcl.ng , 
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All this should compel revolutionaries to re-evaluate their estimates 
and reoonsider their·allegiances. Is their loyalty to ossified organisa 
tions, to dead do@.lla, to _established ·power, or to·the living·:revolution 
developing undez-. their eyes? How much longer will tl:ley remaip. t.rap:ped in 
1 lesser· evil t poli tics? How much longer will the y remain t he last ,.:pillar 
of support of ef!tablished society?· When will they realise that, with their 
present·· polioies 1. the y are not part of the treatment, but part. of the 
disèase? .. 

We call. on all who read us·to reassert their belïef in the brother 
hood. of man, in power f:t•bm below, in international solidarii;y. · What has 
paaeed f·or 'intërnationalism' these iast few decades has not been a com 
mittment to the autonomôus struggles of working people or pe~~ants or of 
youth.. It has be en a niôre or less uncrtl, ticai identifioatio1i" with thè . 
various bureaucracies (Nkrumah, Nasser, Kenyatta) struggling for· state- · 
cà.pitalist powe'r in the ex-dbJ._onial countries. It is time revo,lutionaries 
started aupporting what" they'want (evén if they don1t get it immediatë'.J.y) 
rather than supporting what they don•t want (and constantly getting it). 
It is also time they abandoned the futile and sterile response of 1let•s 
build a new Leadez-shd.p ' every time some old ·•leadership I collapses or 
reveals its true co Lour-e , En s be'ad let us encourage _the growth of mass 
consciousness, mass èonfidence, mass initiative and of self-activity. Let 
the people themselves, _sweep away this rotten society.. They won' t replac~ 
i t wi th another bureaucratic monstrosi ty, but wi th a society where we will .. 
all, at last, undez-aband and control our de·stiny. · 

• 

• 

Nigel Harris. 
I. s. no. 41 

1.1UNCONDITIONAL 
SUPPORT FOR CHINA 
IN ITS CLASH WITH 
THE· SOVIET. UNION 
IS AN ABSOLUTE 
OBLIGATION ON 
ALL SOCIALISTS ••• " 
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